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It's very easy, here at the Women's
Center, to get immersed in reacting to
the day-to-day requests and pressures
that stream in, and in the mechanics of
maintaining the Center. If we just try
to be what people expect of us, we are
kept completely busy, and still there’s
always much more to do than can be done,

The challenge for the Women's
Center, now, is to become more
deliberate, to focus on what we are doing
and why, and what changes we can make to
“pcome a place that more clearly,
__<eadily and cohesively moves forward.

You are encouraged to join us at the
following upcoming All-Center meetings
for, hopefully, thought-provoking
discussions and momentous decisions.
Written proposzsals, including suggestions
for thange, why the change would be good,
and haw it could be accomplished, are
most welcome.

Monday, _May 4, 6-8Bpm: Where is the
Women’s Liberation Movement now, where do
we think it’'s going and how does the
Women's Center want to connect, reflect,
uphold, help? ({(how does the Women's
Center fit into the picture?)

ﬂggggyi May_iB8,_4-7Zpm: We have more
and more ‘support’ groups at the Center
lately, and fewer ‘action’-oriented
groups. Why? What do they accomplish?
Are there problems? What, if any,
changes should wes make in what groups use
the EenLer, or how the gdepS function?

________________ ‘Outreach’ -
specific plans for wha+ we want to do in
-alation to the women who do not know
__Jout or use the Women’'s Center. There

are lots % lots of options. Considering
‘that we have limited time and money, what
should we take on? And how do we best go
about it?

Monday, dune_ 15, &-7pm: Fundraising

issues - How do we do fundraising? Do we

“want to do new things, or old things
differently?

What and how?

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!
HELP MAKE THE CENTER BETTER!!

FUNDING CRISIS

The Boston Area Rape Crisis Center
is funded through a Federal Block Grant
{the Preventive Health and Health
Services Block Grant). Due to cuts in
Federal funding, the Block Grant will be
cut by #3500,000. This could mean a 24%
cut in BARCC’'s funding. We currently
receive #40,000/year from the Block
Grant, and our total budget is only
¥46,000. The one other Rape Crisis
Center on the Block Brant is CPASA, the
Community Program Against Sexual Assault
(in Roxbury} which serves black and
Hispanic women. All other RCC’'s are
funded with state money.

We are asking the legislature to
offset this cut by allocating state funds
for us. To do this, they would need to
increaze our lipe item in the budget
{line item 4513-1000) by $29,000 (to
cover the costs of two RCC's). Flease
show your support by writing your state
legislators at The State House, Boston,
MA D2133,

EXPANDED HOURS

‘Monday-Thursday 10am - 10pm
Friday i0am - Bpnm

{open Fri 5-Bpm on a trial basis).
Friday Coffeehouse 8pm-Midnite
Saturday 1lam - Zpm



GOOD-BYE, GOOD LUCK
TO SHARON

Sharon Stonekey, the Center
coordinator, is no longer working at the
Women's Center. Sharon began working
here in October, 19B5. She was able to
recruit and train enough women to staff
the Women's Center so that, for the first
time, volunteers are covering the Center
virtually all the time, freeing paid
staff to do other work. ©BShe participated
in the putreach committee and the finance
‘committee. BSharon maintainped the
Political Action Hotline and was an
organizer of the Political Action Broup.
She attended several local and state
meetings as the Center representative
including Up From Poverty Campaign and
Women’'s Legislative Network. We would
like to thank Sharon for devoting her
energy and ideas to Center and wish her
well in whatever new directions her life
may take.

NEW THERAPY GROUP
AT THE CENTER

A new therapy group begins Hay
i4th. The group will run for 7 weeks,
until June 25. Focus: huilding %
maintaining more intimate relationships..
The group is designed as a forum to
discuss intimacy issues as a direct
result of our early training and as a
tramework to explore intimacy issues
through the group process.

Meets 5:30-7pm, Thursdays, May 14th
ta June 23, at The Women’'s Center.
Contact: Jane Hynes, psychotherapist,
Women's Counseling &% Resource Center.
For more info. and to enroll, 484-8517.
As the group size is limited, pre-~
enrollment is necessary. No charge, but
donations to the Center are welcome.

BOOK ON OVER
BOOK EBALE Extravagan:za

The Women’'s Center Library is having
itam to_3pm, at the Center.
warderful books on sale. for
centts. Terrifie Buys!
yaer summer reading!

The proceeds will go toward the
purchase of new books and subscriptions
far the Library. MWe are still accepting
danations of books for the sale {(up to
Manday, May 26th). Bring them to the
Eanter,

Hundreds of
25 to 30
Prepare now for
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DO YOU STILL THINK
YOU'RE TOO FAT?

A tremendous number of women do, no
matter what their size. Even though the
American Medical Assoc., known for beir
conservative, tells us that 70-%28% of a.—
diets ultimately fail, we women continue
to damage our bodies and our psyches by
starving, stuffing and guilt-tripping. A
year ago, some women who were exhaustad
and angry from trying to conform to the
impossible standard of thinness joined a
group at the Women’'s Center called Fat is
a Feminist Issue. The group eventually
evolved into the Politics of Fat group
and is made up of 5-B women of differing
sizes, classes and races. MWe are
joyfully and angrily exploring fat
oppression and societal pressures to be
thin. We believe dieting is self-abuse
and we are learning to love and accept
ourselves as we are now. We encourage
women who share these concerns to join
us! We meet every other Wednesday, 7:30-
9:30 pm at the Women's Center. Call 354-
8807 or Judy at 321-B&36 for information.,
The next meeting is April 2%th.

! WE HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE !!

WELCOME SASHA

Sasha Curran, who has volunteered at
the Women’'s Center in many different ways
cver the last nine years, has just been
hired to do the Center’s bookkeeping.
greatly appreciate all she has done and
are excited that she has agreed to take
the job.

The hookkeeping has been done, for
the most part, by Jean Rioux, who also
does fundraising for the Center. In our
recent efforts to get on top of the
financial picture at the Center, we
decided we should have different people
doing the bookkeeping and the
fundraising. In addition, the Center
books will now be maintained on our
computer. Jean has agreed to help train
Sasha during this transition periond. Me
look forward to working with Sasha and
thank Jean for her work over the years in
this area.

We

EXPANTDTED HQURS

[ B A

FRIDAYS 3

Far the next few manths, the Women’'s
Center will be open FRIDAYS, 5 to 3 pn.
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LESBIANS CHOOSING CHILDREN

The Lesbians Choosing Children Network
mfeis on the second Thursday of each
month.,  The next meeting, May 14th, 7:30-
N Opm, will be an open discussion to share
“experiences, ask questions, etc.

POVERTY IN MASS

The feminization of poverty has
become an increasing problem in
Mazsachusetts. By 1983, nationally,
almost half of all poor families were
headed by women: 40% of white families,
43% of Hispanic and 67% of black
families. 0One out of four children
overall under age six are growing up
poor: three out of five children under
six in white female-headed households,
one out of two in black female-headed
households, and two out of five in
Hispanic female-headed househeolds. 1In

inuary, 1986 the Mass. Caurus of Women
“Tegislators formed its Task Force an
Women and Foverty. As a first step in
addressing the conditions poor families
find themselves living in, they examined
public assistance programs.

The analysis of the public
assistance programs concluded that as
currently administered and regulated, the
programs are:

i, Inadequate to meet the physical
needs of growing childreny

2. Hampered by rules and regulations
making it more difficult for
eligible and needy families to get
the help they need;

3. Unable to provide sufficient support
services to help all those who want
to become self-supporting achieve
their goals.

As a result of this report, the
Economic Equity Act was filed to address
nn a sztate level, many of the pbstacles

rrently existing in the public
“Zssistance programs of AFDC, BR, Medicaid
and ET. MWe urge you to contact your
state representative and voice your
support for THE ECONOMIC ERUITY ACT,
HOUSE BILL 4709.

TALKING UP A STORM

The Feminist Discussion Broup is apen to
all women of all ages, religions and
sgxualities. ®Broup discussions are
informal yet headed by a facilitator.
Come express yourself -- all views are
important.

---Wednesdays, B-10pm at the Center.---

UPCOMING_TOPICS
April 29 Mothers and Daughters
May & Surrogate Motherhood
May 13 Feminism and Fun ~ GAME NIGHT
Bring your favorite ganme

May 20 Feminist Eupression: Poetry and
Song

May 27 Women and Spirituality

dune 3 Female Sexuality: A Forum

June 10 Etruggles of Committment
June 17 Being Good to Durselves
June 24 Taking Risks

The Pleasant St. Writing Brigade Presents
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A TRIBUTE TO DUR MOTHERS
An Alternative Mother’'s Day
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Sunday, May 10, 1987 -- HMother's Day
—————————— 2-5 pm —-m—mm—m—-
New Words Bookstore Basement
1B6 Hampshire St. - Inman Sgq. - Cambridge

Reading our work ~ both finished and in
process., Limited open reading. Women
and children welcome. (for free child
care, call in advance 924-977E).

-------- Refreshments ~-------

» Donations accepted to defray expenses ¢

The Fleasant St. Writing Brigade is a
part of the Writer’'s Support Group
meeting weekly at The Women's School, 44
Pleasant Street, Cambridge. Open to new
members - all styles of writing and skill
levels welcome. For information about
the group, please call Sylvan at 547-4744
evenings or 491-4110 days.

WOMEN'S COFFEE HOUSE

The Coffeshouse at the Women's Center
‘happens every Friday evening from Bpm to
midnight. 1It's a comfortable place to
hang out, relax and talk. On MAY Bth,
music by LAURA BERKSON will bhe featured,
beginning at B8:30, Coffee and tea are
provided although donations are welcome
to cover costs,



41 THE WOMEN'S SCHOOL PRESENTS P
Yet another wondrous

yere sale

Saturday, May 2 -- 10 AM to 2 PM
44 Pleasant S5t., Cambridge
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If you have items to donate (clothes,
kitchen stuff, books, pictures, TV's ...)
PLEASE bring them to the Women’s Center
when_you_come_to_the_yard_sale. The

Center doesn’t have any storage space to
collect items beforehand. THANKS.

ONGOING GROUPS

AT THE CENTER

MONDAY
-Support for Rattered Women . 6:30-Bpnm
#New Women‘s Chorus . . . . . 7-10pnm
~-Lesbian Liberation . . . . . 8-10pn
-Narcotics Anonymous. . . . 7:30-9pm
~Goston Bisexual Women’s. . . 7:30-9:45pm

Metwork -Intro Mig. {bimonthly}
-All-Center HMeeting . . . . . &-8pnm

{biweekly)

TUESDAY
#Rape Crisgis Center . . . . . 7-10pn
-Former Mun Lesbian Support . 7pm

Group {1st Tuesday, monthly)

WEDNESDAY
-Support for Rattered Women . Noon-lipm
~-Feminist Discussion Group. . B-10pm
-Lesbian Al-Anon (childcare). 6:30-Bpm
-Writer’'s Support . . . . . . 7:30-9:45pm
-Politics of Fat., . . . . . . 7:30-9:30pnm
(biweekly)
#Back Pain Support Group . . .7:30-9:435pm
{biweekly)
" THURSDAY
-Incest Resources . . . . . . 7:30-9:30pm
{third Thurs.,monthly)
~Lesbians Choosing Children . 7:30-10pm
Network {second Thurs.,monthly)
#Support Group for Lesbians . 7:43-9:45pm
with Chronic Back Pain {hiweskly)
*Women’'s 8chool . . . . . . « « 7-9:30pnm

* means group is not open to new members

BATTERED WOMEN'S SUPPORT

We welcome all battered women. Come and
share this all too common problem and
learn that you are not alone in what you
are experiencing. We can explore options
and alternatives and find ways to change
“the situation to allow you to grow and
once again become your own person.
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Discussing the Unmentionable - Urinary
Incontinence ~-- May 2, 2-4pn

Sun Tides/Moon Tides: Cycles of Life

~- May 2, 2-4:30pnm

“Our Boston Heritage" - Lesbian History
Slideshow and Discussion -- May €, 8-10pnm

Women's Storytelling: Telling the Story
of Dur Lives -- May 9 & 14, 1lam-ipm

Writer's Support Group -- Ongoing,
Wednesdays, 7:30-9:30pm

c.R.A.5.H. course: A Workshop with Rock

Rgainst Sexism -~ May 9, 1-4pm at
FemmeCore Bpace, 444 Harrison Ave.

{near Dover Station on the 0Orange Line)

A Self-Defense Workshopvfor Womesn Dver 40
-~ May 12, 7-9:30pnm

The Writing on the Wall ~ Women’s
Graffiti Slideshow and Discussion --
May 15, B-10pm

All events {except as noted) will be
at the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant
Street,; Cambridge (Red-line to Central .
Square). Childcare will be provided ONLY
if you request it in advance.
Registration forms can be obtained by
calling or visiting the Center.

The Women’'s School has been offering
free classes and workshops by and for
women for 13 years., Facilitators,
childcare workers and other staff are all
volunteers, but we rely on contributions
to cover postage, printing and other
expenses. Please contribute what you can
afford for your classes and workshops.
Deonations are tax-deductible.

INCEST RESOURCES

Incest Resources sponsors and
facilitates a monthly drop-in discussion
group for women with histories of
incest. This meets on the third Thursday
of every month (Sept-June} from 7:30 to
2:%Z0pm at the Women’'s Center. To insure
confidentiality and safety, meetings are
not open to friends/support people.
Upcoming topics are:

May 21 Healing
June 18 Letting Go

For more information, call the Center.



SPRING INTO ACTION

The Bay and Leshian Defense Committee
invites you to join us in our spring
actions. In the tradition of lunch
counter sit-ins, we will create a visible

gay presence in spots where lesbians and
gays are usually unwelcome, uncomfortable

or unsafe. Info: b61-7737,

STILL DOGGING THE DUKE
Bov. Dukakis has still (5 months 15tef)
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the state select the best possible foster
placements without regard to sexual
crientation. Gather at Amory St.
Commonwealth and Beacon St., Brookline to
MARCH TO THE GOVERNOR'S BROOKLINE HOME
INFO: 661-7737  Sunday, May 10 1 pa

(CecOUT FOR GOOD M3
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LESBIAN AND GAY PRIDE MARCH

JUNE 13, 1987

Meet at City Hall Plaza.
March leaves at NOON
Rally at | PM on the BOSTOM COMMON
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The Boston Lesbian-and Bay Pride
Flanning Committee meets every Thursday
night at 7:00 pm at 34 Edgerly Road,
Boston (rear entrancel). All are
welcome. Please call 267-2113 for more
info. The Committee is looking for
speakers and performers for this year’'s
rally/festival on June 13, 19B7. We
desperately need volunteers who will be
willing ta help out on FRIDE DAY, JUNE
13th. There are many, many ways to help,
please call the PRIDE machine, 267-2113,

and leave a message. If you would be
able to work in the child care area for

an hour during the festival (2-3pm)
please call Melanie at 629-2227 or leave
a2 megssage for her at 734-1090.

PASSIONSONG

“One thing have 1 desired of her,
And that I will seek after.

That 1 may dwell in her house

All the days of my life

To behold her beauty

And enquire in her temple.®

Eve Flochild

between:

National March on Washington
for Leshian and Gay Rights

Washington, D.C.
October 11, 1987

We Need You to Get Involved'

Boston orgamzmg meetmg
Saturday may 9 14 pm

Plemonte Room, Boston City Hall {use back entrance)

NEW ‘WOMEN'S BAIL PROJECT

A new Women's Bail Project is just
getting off the ground in MA. 1It’'s goal
will be to pravide bail for women accused
of killing their batterers. The bail
that is set for a woman who faces such
seripus charges is, of course, always
very high, so it's difficult if not
impossible for a woman to raise that much
money on her own. Without the ability to
post this high bail, a woman could sit in
the Awaiting Vrial Unit of MCI-Framingham
for a very long time, even more than a
year - serving time without having been
convicted of a crime. Even more
importantly, she is deprived on any real
ocpportunity to prepare for her trial
because she has little or no access to

the law library and it is extremely

difficult for her to have much contact
with her lawyer. Finally, a woman in
this situation iz in great need af just
the kind of support that we feel the
community could provide and for whone
that support could make a crucial
difference in the rest of her life.
Within a few months, the project
will be looking to recruit volunteers,
The job of a bail project volunteer will
probably entail interviewing pre-trial
women, and setting up community support
systems for women for whom the project
posts bail. Training and plenty of
support will be offered. If you want to
talk to someone from the bail project,
leave a message for Libby at 354-8R07.



THE WOMEN'S EDUCATIONAL CENTER. INC.
46 Pleasant Street
Cambridge. Massachusetts 02139

Phone: (617) 354-8807

AL

Our mailing list, made up of individuals
and organizations, now totals about
1000, Every so often, we attempt to
update pur list by putting 'Address
correction requested’ on our newsletter.
If{ people have moved, the post office
returns the newsletter to us with a
forwarding address (if available),

RETURN TO

at_a
iece o0, if
you have moved and didn't tell us your
new address, it cost us nearly 30 cents
to send out a newsletter and have it
returned by the post office. Plus, you
never even received it,
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We have been doing our best to keep
track of our friends and supporters, but
it.is just getting too expensive! If you
want to keep receiving ON OUR WAY after
you move, FLEASE send in your new
address, or just call and let us know, e
I you, for any reason, don’'t want tc
continue to receive ON OUR WAY, we’'d he
incredibly grateful if you'd let us know
€0 we can save our funds for other
projects. MWe do not charge for the
newsletter, but of course, donations of
any amount are appreciated. (Tax-
deductible, to The Women‘s Center)

SENDER

COCPPOOPPPOPPCCPOOPPCTOPOOOOOPOOOPOPPOPPPOPPPeOPOPdtdeotdtedtdireoroertrProeorsrosreves

___Add me to the Center’'s mailing list

___Change my address on your mailing list

NAMEz _

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIF:

___1 want to help the Center.

E ¥10 $25 3350

—_1 could help out other ways.

___Staffing at the Center
——_Typing

—__Helping with Mailings
_Updating Referrals
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Here is my tax—deductible contribution
100

500 other

Call me at

___Spring Cleaning
___Repotting Flants
___Digging up the yard
___Biving fuwrniture, etc.



