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NAMES PROJECT

The "AIDS Quilt" consists of over
$,0060 individual 3°x 45° panels, each one
created by friends, family and/or loved
ones of individuals who have died of
AIDS. Rgughly the size of 4 faanthall
fields, it is 3 statement of love and
remembrance and hope, a symbol of national
unity., “The Quilt, without any rhetoric,
speaks esloquently about how the country
should respand to AIDS. Just the image aof
it touches something that is very pure and
very good" (USA Today!}.

The Quilt will be displayed here in
Boston, June 16-19, at the Park Plaza
Castle (corner of Arlington Street and
Columbus Avenue). To accommodate
anticipated crowds, the building will be
aopen at 6 AM Friday-Sunday. 0On June-18,
thera will be a special unveiling of New
England panels outside {(rain date June 19)

Making a panel is a moving and
powerful way to remember someone. It is
not too late. Call the Names Proiect at
451-9003, for information on how to do it,
or where to join a Quilting BHee.

HEAL AIDS: UITH LOVE\

One hundred hours and more than 200 fabric
scraps went into the papel Larkin Mayo and
Bary Yuschalk made for their friend Tom
LCastrao, a housepainter.

NEW SUPPORT GROUP

An open group for women who have

started meeting at the Women’s Center on
Thursdays from 46:30 - 8:30 pm. The goals
are to help each other incorgorate this
decision into our lives, w~ork through the
pain, and feel comfortable sharing this
aspect of ourselves with others. All women
who have surrendered a child are welcome
to attend any meeting. Confidentiality is
assured. Call the Center for info.

NEW WRITING GROUP

The focus 1s on writing from your own
pxperience. The first heour is spent
writing in response to a photo or
samething else brought in by a
participant. The last 1/2 hour is spent
reading what has been written and giving
each other feedback. Meets every other
Saturday from noon to 1:30 at the Women’s

Center. QOpen to any interested women.
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Saturday, June 11, Leaves City Hall Plaza
{Govt. Center T) at noon. Rally 2-6 pm at
the Baoston Common. FREE! Childcare, ASL

Interpreters, wheelchair accessible.

PICNIC

For leshians and children
SUNDAY, MAY 22
1lam - Jpnm
Dean Playground, Brookline
Bring lunch, bats, balls, rackets,
etc. GSponsored by “Children In Qur Lives’
Conference Planners



COFFEE-OPEN-HOUSE

The Coffeehouse is having a volunteer open
house at the Women's Center, Sunday May 22
from 4-8pm. Anyone who wants ta find what
makes the Caffeehouse run is most welcome.

" SOFTBALL
Softhall

anyone? The Women’s (Center

has been invited to join a non-profit, non-

competitive softball leaque sponsored by
the Cambridge YWCA. If you would be
interested in playing, please leave your
name and phone number on the sign-up sheet
at the Center, or call Lisa at 497-0938.

‘ ONGOING GROUPS
SUNDAY
-Deaf Women’s Community « » <« . o 2-4pnm
Froject (3rd Sunday, monthly)
~Women’s Internatianal Support. 12 noon
Network (4th Sunday, manthly)
MONDAY
-Support for Battered Women . . 7:30-9pm
kNew Women’s Chorus. . . . . 7-10pm
~Lesbian Rap . . . . . . + ¢« « « « 8-10pm

-Boston Bisexual Women’s. . . 7:30-9:45pa
Network-Intro (ist Mon.,even #’d months)
-1.R. Volunteers (3rd Monday) 7:30-9:30pm.

-All-Center Meeting . . . . . 4-Bpm

(biweekly)
TUESDAY
-Farmer Nun Lesbian Support . . .
Group (lst Tuesday, monthly)
-Discussian Group for Deaf ., 7:30-9:30pm
Incest Survivors (3rd Tuesday, monthly)
-Women for Sobriety . . . . . . .7-8:30pn

*For Crying Out Loud. . . . . . .6:30-9m

Tpm-9pm

WEDNESDAY

-Support for Battered Wamen . Noon-1:30pm

-Feminist Discussion Group . . . . B-10pm
-Lesbian Al-Anan (childcare) . . 6:30~-8pm
-Writer’s Support . . . . . . 7:30-9:45pm

-Politics of Fat (biweekly) 7:30-9:30pm

THURSDAY '

-Women Who Have Surrendered
Children for Adoption

-Discussion for Incest. . . .
Survivaors

£:30-8:30pm

7:30-9:30pm

-Lesbians Choosing Children 7:30-10pm
Netwark (second Thursday, monthly)

tWamen’s Schoal . . . 7:30-10pn

SATURDAY

-Writer’s Support Group . . . noon-1:30pm
(biweekly)

¥ means graup is not currently open
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oo Wednesdays_ 8410pm___________
May 18 Racisnm
23 Having and Not Having Money
June | Incest as a Feminist Issue
8 Women’s Laughter
7 i3 Rage and Anger
22 Hating Yourself as a Woman
29 Women’s Literature
LESBIAN RAP
cmmmmmeano---NO0days__8-1Qpe
May 23 Roles in Relationships

SINGLES MINGLE
SINGLES PARTY at the Women’s Center on
Sat. May 21st, 8 to 1t PM. Alcohol, drug

and smoke-free. Music & refreshments.
Women of all ages % stages are welcome!

BATTERED WOMEN'S
supp ORT

Wz welcome all battered women. Come and
share this all too caommon problem and
learn that you are not alone in what you
are experiencing. We can“explore options
and alternatives and find ways to change
the situation to allow you to grow and
gnce again become your own person. The
group meets Wednesday at Ncon and Monday
evenings at 7:30pgm at the Wamen’s Center.

FEMINISTS

DISCUSS

30 Qutdaars Women
June & Family Attitudes and Being Bay
13 How Do You Knagw When Its Qver
28 Effects of Sexual Abuse an
Intimacy

27 Lesbian Creativity
COFFEEHOUSE

Female Fantasies of Revenge -
Bring stories, writings, songs.
Feature film - A& Question_of Silence.

May 27 CASA film series - Look_at_My

{Spanish with subtitles).

June I Rosario Morales, poet, reads

published with her daughter.

June 10 A showing of the works of Patti
Wilson, Deat Community Activist and
Media Artist.

June 17 Shryl Bailey & friend play jazz
guitar. :
June 24 Another great evening of poetry

and humor with the Pleasant St. Writing
Brigade.



| -I.R. CUTS BACK

Incest Resources has been a crucial
resgurce to incest survivors since they
were incorporated in 1981, Two of the
founders, Elaine Westerlund and Kathy
Morrissey, have continued to play major
roles in keeping I.R. alive and well
throughout the years. When Incest
Resources was incorporated, there were no
suppart groups for survivors.(!) The
founders decided to start one for them-
selves. This evolved into the Drop-In
Discussion Group for Women with Incest
Histaries which they have facilitated -
since 1983. It has hecome the most
populated group 4t the Women’s Center,
generally filling 2 large rooms to
overflowing.

Both Elaine and Kathy have been very
involved in making and maintaining the
resource book for incest survivors,
writing and dispersing relevant
literature, legislative advocacy and
public speaking. This past year their
roles have increased even more because all
the othar core meambers of the Incest
Resgurces collective gradually left.

Sadly, but understandably, they have
decided to cut back on some of the
programs although they will continue to
work in several capacities for incest
survivors., They will no longer offer the
monthly discussion group after June, and
they will also stop maintaining the I.R.
Referral & Resource Book after Sept. 1.

We want to commend Kathy and Elaine
for all the work they have done and to
express our heartfelt appreciation for
their constructive impact on the lives af
thousands of incest survivors. Because of
their piagneering effcsrts, they have
greatly decreased the isoclation of incest
survivors in the Greater Boston Area.

UPCOMING TOPICS

Discussion Groups for Women with Incest
Histories: Third Thursday, 7:30-9:30pm
May 19 - Strength
June 146 - Saying Goodbye
Fgr Deaf Women: 3rd Tuesday, 7:30-9:30pnm
May 17 - Healing
June 2! - Letting Go

CENTER HOURS

Monday-Thursday {0am - 10pm

Friday t0am - Bpm
Coffeehause 8pm - Midnite
Saturday tlam - 2pm

MEW SURVIVERS NET WORK

Sarvices for incest survivors will
continue at the Women’s Center! A group
o0f survivors familiar with the drop-in
gqroups facilitated by Incest Resources,
have rallied together to create a new
organization and decided to name it Incest
Survivars Netwark (ISN). Members of ISN
will facilitate drop-in discussion groups
in September. (See ALERT about the new
schedule of the drop-in groups.) A
resource book, consisting of therapists,
groups and other services available to
syrvivors, will also be maintained by
members of I[SN and will be available for
perusal in September. Anyone interested
in joining ISN and participating in any
way {(facilitating, working on resogurce
book, or any other project that would be
helpful to incest survivors) please call
the Women’s Center, 354-8807, and ask to
speak to Alice.

While we are sad to see Incest
Resources discontinue some of its
services, we are very grateful for the
spirit which has nurtured us for so long
and which enables us to carry on this
important work.

INCEST & THE MEDIA

THE POLITICS QF INCEST: Feminism, Child
Sexual Abuse, and the Media:

Points that were made at this event
include: While the media encourages
children and adults to disclose sexual
abuse, society does not respond
constructively. The police, the courts and
the media fail to treat sexual abuse as a
seriocus crime, neitfer punishing the
perpetrator nor focusing on what’s best
for the child. Children have no power to
protect themselves and no say in where
they get put when they acknowlaedge abyse,
Abuse is fostered by our society. Males
are allowed to treat women and children as
their property; the family unit, where
mast sexual (and physical) abuse occurs,
is considered sacred. Changes in these
basic assumptions are urgently needed, but
the mainstream media reinforces thean.

4
ALERT: AS OF S/12/88 DROP-IN DISCUSSION

THURSDAY (FACILITATED ON THE THIRD
THURSDAY EXCEPT IN JULY & AUGUST).

N




WALK FOR LIFE

On Sunday, June 5, people from all
walks af life will gather on Boston Common
fer a 10 kilometer (4.2 nile) pledge walk
tc raise money for AIDS care and
services. The largest AIDS fundraising

gvent in New England, the AIDS Actioan
Committes 1s hoping to raise $880,000 in

1788 tlast year - 5,000 raised $750,000).
The proceeds will be given to 20 New
England AIDS service organizations.

POLITICS OF FAT

Politics of Fat is reorganizing.

We are an ongoing group that meets every

other Wednesday, 7:30-9:30pm. Qur goal is

to create a supportive and trusting space
where women can feel comfortable ahbout
their size (no matter what their size! and
discuss their common experiences as women
being oppressed by unattainable standards
of beauty.

May 23 Family_and Body_Ima
did/do members of our family play in the
way we feel about our bodies?

June 8 The_Media: What does.the media
tell us about how we should look? Where
can we find_ alternatives to these
messages”?
and _Body_Image: Bring your favorite
boeks and/or magazines ta share

July & Food as_a_ Feminist_ Issue

Possible future topics include: Sexua-
lity & Body Image, To Diet or Not to Diet,

The Politics of Eating Disorders, Educat-

ing the Feminist Community about Looksisnm,

Keeping Your Sanity in a Sizeist World.

STATUS OF WOMEN

The tambridge Commission on the Status af
Women is a department of the City of
Cambridge, initiated by local wamen and
commissioned by the City Council in 1977
as a voice for women throughout Cambri-
dge. Up to twenty women can serve on the
Commission at one time; they are appointed
by the City Manager for one or two terms
of three years each. The Commissicn makes
racommendations on policy and program to
the City Council, Manager and ather city
departments and promotes educaticn in the
community on issues important to women.
The Commission alsog works with individuals
and organization in Cambridge to insure
wamen’s participation and representation
in every aspect of Cambridge life.
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iAtencidin!

El Centro de mujeres en Cambridge
ofrece una persona bilingie, la cual
habla Inglés y Esparol.

Para mis informaciéin llime al 354-8807
vy hable con Lori.

RACISM TN

The Cambridge Human Rights Commissian
sponsored a daylong public 4ogrum about the
racism that exists in our community.
Public testimony included accounts of MIT
police harrassing minority students, as
well as how MIT’s expansion, if unchecked,
will wipe out the multicultural character
of the Central Square area, eliminate
stores with affaordable wares and reduce
further housing optians for law incame

CAMBRIDGE

. residents.

Currently, there are 2000
applications on the waiting list for
public housing, and of these, B0% are fram
minority populations. Rent cantrolled
housing has no income guidelines at all
and is obtained primarily through informal
networks, not available tao the public.

Discrimination in other areas:
incorrect assumptions such as that crimes
are most often committed by minority group
members reinforce racist attitudes.

School bus drivers strikes are greeted
with, "you don’t care about children,”
rather than "what are you getting paid."
75% of school bus drivers are peagple aof
color; BS%Z of those have children; they
garn $13-$14,000/year.

MASS ACT-0UT

MASS ACT-0UT is a grassraoots, direct
action group of lesbians and gay men,
whose primary purposes are to fight homo-
phobia and to support the participation of
lesbians and gay men in all parts aof aur
society. MASS ACT-0UT identifies
saciety’s fearful, irrational and inade-
quate response to the AIDS crisis as the
most immediate and dangerous manifestation
of homcphobia. MASS ACT-0UT is committed
to fight this and all expressions of
homophobia., Because homophobia is linked
to other forms of oppression, MASS ACT-QUT
commits itself toc working in alliance with
other graups that challenge oppression
based on race, sex, age, ability, class,
ethnicity, faith, political ideology,
‘sexual and transgenderal orientation in
arder to secure true liberation for all
leshian and gay people.

Call 661-7737 faor more info




- CCMMUNITY OUTREACH

Qur community outreach plan is taking
off! As was mentioned in the last issue
37 On Qur Way, our main goal is to focus
attention on reaching out to disabled
women, women of color, older/younger
women, and mothers.

Ne’ve recently attended a conference
gn 4omen and Disability in New Haven,
Cann. and a rally in support of the
Transportation Access Act (51390, H3347).
This~act would, among other things, make
public transportation in MA 100%
accessible.- Affordable and acces-sible
transportation is essential to disabled
women if they are to have full access into
the waork force and the women’s movement.
A number of disabled women have already
zaid they would participate more fully in
the Women’s Center if they had accessible
transpartation. If you would like more
information about this bill, call Laura
Rauscher at 727-7440.

We have recently mailed our new
Spanish brochure to organizations that
serve Hispanic women. We are currently
doing mailings to other groups serving
other women of color. QOutreach has also
been done to organizations that work with
teen-age women. We plan to meet with
women from these groups during the next
few months and hope to create strong ties
between our organizations. 1If you are
interested in helping with butreach, or
want more info, call Lori at 354-8807.

GERMAN VISITORS

On April 4th, a group of 12 women
fram the Federal Republic of Germany
visited the Center as part of a feminist
exchange program with the U.S5. called

Women’s Bridge, 1988. We discussed the
similarities and difterences between their

local Women’s Center and our Center. The
Berliners were impressed by our size,
diversity of services and stability.
Their Center is much smaller than ours and
doesn’t provide a referral network.
Funding is their main problem. 0On the
weekends they open up as a Center Cafe to
help support their existence. They also
rent gut space to interested individuals
or groups to help cover costs.

If you are interested in participat-
ing the next time a group of foreign women
want to visit us, call Lori at 3354-8807.

- T1TUBA

Tituba, the Women’s Center cat, has lived
at the Center for the past 13 years since
she was abandoned on our doorstep as a
very frightened kitten. She has slowly
made pragress towards feeling comfortable
and loved by the women who work at and
visit the Center, although she still runs
and hides when the commotion is too much
for her. However, her presence here means
that some women who are allergic to cat
dander cannot use the Center, or must
suffer allergic reactions when they are’
here. The All-Center Meeting has recently
received two letters objecting to Tituba’s
presance here, since it makes the Center
inaccessible to some women.

There is no easy solution to this
dilemma. We have apened up the question
to the Center community by raising the
issue on graffiti sheets in the bathroonms
and through this article. Many women have
stated the the Center is her home, and we
should not ’evict’ her. QOthers have
pointed out that although finding another
home for Tituba may seem like the obvious
solution, she may not survive the transi-
tion, as. it has taken her 15 years to
become somewhat comfortable here.

Another suggestion was that Tituba be
restricted from one of the meeting roams.
This room could be used by groups with
participants who are sensitive to cat
dander. This would likely invelve roonm
shuffling, compromises by other groups and
would be complicated i1f two groups needed
this special room at the same time.

The issue seems to have sonme
similarities to the recent issue of
smoking at the Center, and we feel a
similar strong split of women on both
sides of the issue. However, here, the
decision will not just affect women, but
alsg decides the future life of an
animal. Any suggestions you may have an
how to resolve this 1ssue are welcome.
Send your comments to the All Center Mtgq.,
c/c The Women’s Center.

NEWOMEN

The Newoman Committee is off and
running! We’ve had two potlucks and
called more than 50 women. There are two
more potlucks planned for Sunday, May IS
and friday, June 10. For more
information, or to join the Newoman
Committee, leave a message for Janet
Putnam at the Center.



THE WOMEN’'S EDUCATIONAL CENTER, INC.
46 Pleasant Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Phone: (617) 354-88Q7

Address Correction Requested

SCHOOL"S QuT!

The Women’s School is concluding another
successtul term. We want to thank all of
you who attended and taught workshaps and
classes. We are already planning our fall
term. If you are interested in offering a
workshop, please contact us through the
Homen’s Center. Watch for the Women’s
School yard sale, coming soon'
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The On Qur Way mailing list is nearly 1000
strong. We occasionally lend our mailing
list to other groups for publicizing
events that we believe may be of interest
to our community. If you would prefer
that we not give your address to other
groups for their mailings, please let us
kncw on the form below.

NON-PROFIT ORG ‘
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Boston, MA
PERMIT NO. 59699

PARTY THANKS

Thanks to all the wonderful people
that donated food for our Center Birthday
Party in March. Many women brought
goodies to the party, and cakes came from:
the Blacksmith House Bakery and the Madern
Times Cafe (Cambridge), and Patsy’s Pastry
Shop (Samervillel. The Crescent Wench,
{Somerville) donated 2 dozen croissants
and Toscanini’s (Cambridge} gave us 3
gallans of ice cream. Everything was

delicious! Thank you Thank you Thank you!

) We can’t mention the party without
mentioning our appreciation for the
singers who donated their talent. Thanks
to Pat Humphries, Helen Kohane, Linda
Sheets and Claudia Sheftel for bringing

their music to the Center. Four cheears
for the cingers!

Your contribution helps the Women's Center to accomplish a great deal faor women.

EVERY DOLLAR CDUNTS!! MANY THANKS

Yes - I want to help the Center. Here is my tax-deductible contributian,

53 310 $23 $30 $100
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CITY/STATE/ZIP:
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_ Rather than contribute now I would like ta pledge %

other

per month far ____months,.
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We sometimes gives our mailing list to other groups for special mailings of interest ta
women., Please check below if you do not want to receive these mailings.
-eo. Please do not give out my name to other organizations,



