Newsletler of the Women's Center

Pleasant Street, Cambridge, MA 02139

(617) 354-8807 (TTY/Voice)

TheWomen's Center 1s hosting an open
community meeting to brainstorm
about what kinds of changes we
want to make in the Women's Center's
governing structure. who would like to get
involved. We invite all interested women
tocome! Bring your ideas! We hope to
have an interesting., simulating discussion,
as we lake on the task of changing the
Women's Center’s governing structure for the future.

The hiring of our first Director and the development of
an active Board are harbingers of change. We want more
women to have a sense of ownership of the Woimmen'’s Center
and the power to participate in decision-making. We would
like as much input and involvement as possible to make the
Women's Center more reflective of all women in our
community. Come help move the Women's Center into
the new miflenium. Some of the questions we will explore:
How do we balance power and decision making”? Who
makes what kinds of decisions at the Women's Center?
What should the Women's Center Board look hke?

Community mectings were held in the fall of 1972, 10
determine how the Women's Center would be run. Back
then we made a commitment to making decisions by
consensus and working collectively, and as non-hierarchically
as we could. This will be the first time since that we gather
together to discuss Women Center’s governing principles
and our 1deas about what changes are needed. Hope to
see you there!

- Board and Staff Members

P.S. If vou can’t make the meeting, and would like 1o

register or discuss your ideas, please call Mary Quinn

at (617)354-8807.

ten hardworking women on the Women's Center’s
Hiring Committee (representing paid staff,
volunteers, and board members) unanimously
agreed to offer the position of Women’s Center Direcior to
Cambridge native (and current resident), Mary Quinn, who
began her new position on March I, 1999.

Mary comes to the Women’s Center with 20 years of
experience working on women's issues as both organizer,
Director, fundraiser, and activist. Mary’s commitment to
ending oppression, as well as her enthusiasm, warmth, and
skill, will help ensure the Women’s Center’s continued
success. She 1s also the proud mother of Jennifer (““a budding
activist”™), and the adoring grandmother of Keira (“the most
wonderful. precocious, 3-vear old girl”). In addition, Mary
loves whitewater rafting, swimming, and boating.

We are delighted to welcome Mary on board as our new
Director! {Bienvenida!

-Pamela Goldstein

Fomen Writing meets every other Saturday from

2:30-2:20pm. Something about writing together
is as comforting as the warm smell of cinnarnon in
a grandmother’s kitchen. Itis even sweeter knowing we
have a safe place for our voice to be heard. We give each
other only positive feedback. We enjoy building a sense of
community, spending time writing together, and then sharing
what we've written.

The structure is based on Natalie Goldberg’s Writing
Down the Bones. All the rules imposed by those humor-
less eritical high school English teachers are suspended. No
one 1s forced to read, but all are encouraged to do so. New
members are always welcome. We look forward to seeing
you there soon. Call the Women’s Center at (617) 354-
8807 for the exact schedule.
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WOMEN'S CENTER WISHLIST:
COMPUTER WORK STATION

TOASTER OVEN

RUGS IN GOOD CONDITION

omen who would like to get invelved inaself-

help separation and divorce groupand meet with
like-minded women., come to a meeting on
Tuesday, May 11 from 7:00-9:00pm. Let’s get this unpoitant
group going again.

- Victoria

66965 'ON
LiNdEd TV NG

am so pleased 1o join the staif of the Women's Center.
The Women’s Center is an impoitant force and resotirce
i the women’s community and in the neighborhood.
We offer a wide range of groups and workshops that provide
support, information, and assistance to women in a variety
of circumstances. lam

delighted to be coordinating those
groups and working on leng term programming that is crucial
Lo women.

SOOI D1 WA/
ravage hves. W

ithin this context, the Women's Center plays

avitai role with its groups, resource information and other
As the Women's Center makes 1ts way

1 H ‘ s

through a period of transition, we have the oppoertun

make that role more vibrant than ever. Thisis avery exciting
e,

[come from an organizing background, having spent
14 years working for the Coalition For Basic Hiumnai
Needs, a statewide welfare rights organization. I am
committed to the elimination of all tvpes of oppression. 1
hope to foster an atmosphere that enhances both diversity
and collective decision-making at the Women's Center. |
Jook forward to meeting and working with ail of you. Please
drop by to say “hello.” or give ime a call.

-Mary Quinn, Director
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